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1. SUMMARY: IN RESPONSE TO DEPARTMENTS REQUEST 

(77 STATE 255976) EMBASSY HAS CONTACTED SPANISH HEALTH 
OFFICIALS SEVERAL TIMES WITH REGARD TO AVAILABILITY OF 
LEGALLY CONTROLLED MEDICATIONS FOR AMERICANS TRAVELLING 
ABROAD. EMBASSY HAS NOW BEEN INFORMED THAT SPANISH LAWS 
DO NOT INCLUDE ANY PROVISIONS FOR EITHER PERMITTING 
FOREIGNERS TO IMPORT LEGALLY CONTROLLED MEDICATIONS OR 
SUPPLYING THESE MEDICATIONS FROM SPANISH PHARMACIES. 

SPANISH OFFICIALS RECOMMENDED THAT TOPIC BE DISCUSSED 
IN CONTEXT OF UN DIVISION OF NARCOTICS DRUGS WITH VIEW 
TO POSSIBLE ISSUANCE OF SPECIAL INTERNATIONAL CARNET 
FOR TRAVELLERS REQUIRING THESE MEDICATIONS. END SUMMARY. 

2. EMBOFF MET ON JUNE 7 WITH DR. OCTAVIO AGUAR, 

REPRESENTATIVE OF THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH ON THE INTER. 

MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE ("GABINETE") ON NARCOTICS CONTROL 
PROBLEMS. DR. AGUAR APOLOGIZED FOR NOT REPLYING EARLIER 
TO THE EMBASSY'S NOVEMBER 1977 REQUEST ON SUBJECT. 
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HOWEVER, HE EXPLAINED THAT THE SPANISH NARCOTICS APPARATUS 
ESPECIALLY ON THE DEMAND CONTROL SIDE, WAS STILL IN STAGE 
OF ORGANIZATION AND OBTAINING DEFINITIVE POLICY ON 
NARCOTICS MATTERS WAS NOT EASY' AGUAR SAID THAT HE HAD 
CHECKED THROROUGHLY WITH ALL ELEMENTS OF THE SPANISH 
GOVERNMENT, HOWEVER, AND THE CONCLUSION IS THAT SPANISH 
LAW DOES NOT PROVIDE ANY WAY TO PERMIT FOREIGNERS TO 
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IMPORT LEGALLY CONTROLLED MEDICATIONS' AS FOR ARRANGING 
SUPPLIES FROM SPANISH PHARMACIES DURING A TEMPORARY 
VISIT TO SPAIN, AGUAR SAID THIS WOULD BE VERY DIFFICULT 
EXCEPT IN SUCH CENTRAL CITIES AS MADRID AND BARCELONA. 

3. DR. AGUAR SUGGESTED THAT THIS TOPIC WOULD BE AP- 
PROPRIATE FOR DISCUSSION UNDER UN AUSPICES, SINCE IT 

IS NOT JUST A BILATERIAL PROBLEM BUT INVOLVES ALL COUNTRIES 
TO SOME DEGREE. ACCORDING TO DR. AGUAR THE SPANISH 
GOVERNMENT DOES USE SOME TYPE OF IDENTITY CARD FOR 
SPANISH NATIONALS WHO REQUIRE LEGALLY CONTROLLED MEDI- 
CATIONS. HE SUGGESTED THAT AN INTERNATIONAL CARNET OF 
SOME FORM MIGHT BE DEVELOPED FOR ISSUANCE TO TRAVELLERS 
WHO ARE IN THE SAME SITUATION. THIS CARNET WOULD THEN 
BE VALID IN ALL COUNTRIES AND WOULD OBVIATE NEED FOR 
DEVELOPMENT OF NUMEROUS BILATERAL ARRANGEMENTS. 

4. COMMENT: EMBASSY CANNOT JUDGE MERITS OF DR. AGUAR'S 
SUGGESTION, BUT FROM OUR LIMITED VANTAGE POINT IT WOULD 
APPEAR WORTH SERIOUS CONSIDERATION. AS U.S. OFFICIALS 

HAVE FREQUENTLY EMPHASIZED NARCOTICS PROBLEMS ARE SPREAD 
WORLDWIDE AND OPTIMUM SOLUTIONS WILL MOST LIKELY BE FOUND 
THROUGH INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION. DR. AGUAR VOLUNTEERED 
TO PROVIDE "SPECIAL ASSISTANCE" IF EMBASSY HAD ANY CASES 
OF HIGH LEVEL VISITORS, "SUCH AS IMPORTANT DIPLOMATS", 

WHO DESIRED TO VISIT SPAIN AND WHO REQUIRED LEGALLY 
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CONTROLLED MEDICATIONS. EMBOFF EXPRESSED APPRECIATION 
BUT SAID WE DID NOT ANTICIPATE SUCH NEED. EATON 
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